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Fifth Grade
A Sample of What Your Child Will Learn 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY

• Summarizing the key details of stories, dramas, poems, and nonfiction materials, including their themes or main ideas
• Identifying and judging evidence that supports particular ideas in an author’s argument to change a reader’s point of view
• Integrating information from several print and digital sources to answer questions and solve problems
• Writing opinions that offer reasoned arguments and provide facts and examples that are logically grouped to support the  
   writer’s point of view
• Writing stories, real or imaginary, that unfold naturally and developing the plot with dialogue, description, and effective  
   pacing of the action
• Reporting on a topic or presenting an opinion with his or her own words, a logical sequence of ideas, sufficient facts and  
   details, and formal English when appropriate
• Expanding, combining and reducing sentences to improve meaning, interest, and style of writing
• Building knowledge of academic words with an emphasis on those that signal a contrast in ideas or logical relationships,  
   such as on the other hand, similarly, and therefore.
• Producing writing on the computer

MATHEMATICS

• Adding and subtracting fractions with unlike denominators (e.g., 2 ¼ - 1), and solving word problems of this kind
• Multiplying fractions, dividing fractions in simple cases, and solving related word problems (e.g., determining the size of a  
   share if 9 people share a 50-pound sack of rice equally or if 3 people share ½ pound of chocolate equally
• Generalizing the place-value system to include decimals and calculating with decimals to the hundredths place (two places  
   after the decimal)
• Multiplying whole numbers quickly and accurately (e.g., 1,638 x 753) and dividing whole numbers in simple cases (e.g., 6,971 ÷ 63)
• Understanding the concept of volume, and solving word problems that involve volume
• Graphing points in the coordinate plane (two dimensions) to solve problems
• Analyzing mathematical patterns and relationships

HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY

• Tracing the routes of early explorers and describing the early explorations of the Americas
• Describing the cooperation and conflict that existed among the American Indians and between the Indian nations and the  
   new settlers
• Understanding the political, religious, social and economic institutions that evolved in the colonial era
• Explaining the causes and understanding the course and consequences of the American Revolution
• Describing the people and events associated with the development of the U.S. Constitution and analyzing the   
   Constitution’s significance as the foundation of the American republic
• Locating the 50 states on a map and knowing the names of their capitals

SCIENCE

The Focus in Fifth Grade Science is evolving into STEM activities. PROJECT LEAD THE WAY (PLTW) modules are 
introduced in two areas: Life Science and Engineering
• Investigation and Experimentation: The students develop their own questions and perform investigations using both  
   PLTW Modules and teacher-created units of study 
• Earth Science: The students examine weather patterns, climate change, and the effect of humans on California’s water  
   resource
• Physical Science: Students learn basic information about atoms, chemical reactions, and the usefulness of the Periodic  
   Table of the Elements
• Life Science: Students will use two PLTW modules that examine Infectious Diseases and Simulations about their effect on  
   human life. In addition, they will learn how to use microscopes, learn The Cell Theory, and how human systems interact  
   in teacher-created activities
• Engineering: Students practice problem-solving when they investigate the workings of “Black Boxes” and extend their  
   knowledge with the PLTW module on Robotics
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