
S

First Grade
A Sample of What Your Child Will Learn 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND LITERACY

• Using phonics (matching letters and sounds) and word analysis skills to figure out unfamiliar words when reading and writing
• Describing characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details
• Getting facts and information from different writings
• Writing about a topic, supplying some facts, and providing some sense of opening and closing
• Participating in shared research and writing projects (e.g. exploring a number of “how-to” books and using them to write  
   a sequence of instructions)
• Taking part in conversations about topics and texts being studied by responding to the comments of others and asking  
   questions to clear up any confusion
• Describing people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly and with complete sentences
• Producing and expanding simple and compound statements, questions, commands, and exclamations
• Identifying the correct meaning for a word with multiple meanings, based on the sentence or context in which the word is  
   used (e.g. deciding whether the word bat means a flying mammal or a club used in baseball
• Learning to think about finer distinctions in the meanings of near-synonyms (e.g. marching, prancing, strutting, strolling,  
   and walking)

MATHEMATICS

• Solving addition and subtraction word problems in situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and  
   comparing (e.g., “Five apples were on the table.  I ate some apples.  Then there were three apples.  How many apples did I eat?”)
• Adding with a sum of 20 or less, and subtracting from a number 20 or less, by using strategies based around the number 10  
   (e.g., to solve 13 – 4, one can start with 13, subtract 3 to reach 10, then subtract 1 more to reach 9.)
• Quickly and accurately adding with a sum of 10 or less, and quickly and accurately subtracting from a number 10 or
   less (e.g., 2 + 5, 7 – 5)
• Understanding what the digits mean in two-digit numbers (place value)
• Using understanding of place value to add and subtract (e.g., 38 + 5, 29 + 20, 64 + 27, 80 – 50)
• Measuring lengths of objects
• Making composite shapes by joining shapes together, and dividing circles and rectangles into fractional parts
• Telling time to the hour on digital and analog clocks
• Counting coins and determining their value

SOCIAL STUDIES/GEOGRAPHY

• Describing the rights and individual responsibilities of citizenship
• Comparing and contrasting locations of places and people 
• Knowing and understanding the symbols, icons, and traditions of the United States
• Comparing and contrasting everyday life in different times and places around the world 
• Describing the human characteristics of familiar places and the varied backgrounds of residents in those places
• Locating local community, California, the United States, the seven continents, and four oceans on maps and globes
• Constructing a simple map, using cardinal directions and map symbols

SCIENCE

• Investigation and Experimentation:  developing their own questions and performing investigations 
• Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Module 2, Physical Science: observing the sun, moon, and stars and utilizing data and        
   knowledge of light to design, build, and test structures created to solve a design problem
• PLTW Module 3, Life science: exploring animal adaptations through various investigations regarding protection,   
   camouflage, food obtainment, and locomotion
• PLTW Module 4, Computer science: creating computer animations that show characters, settings, actions and events in a  
   short story of their own creation
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