
 
 

Summer Reading 2017 

Incoming 6
th

 Grade 
Dear Parents, 

Students entering Grade 6 will read at least 3 books over the course of the summer. The entire class will 

read The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall. This book should be read last as the class 

will begin the school year with discussions and written and oral responses to this book. No written book 

reports are required.  Happy reading! 

 

Please also consider participating in the Sacramento Public Library Summer Reading Program. It offers 

great activities, incentives, and programs for all ages. For more information visit: www.saclibrary.org.  

 

Below are some suggested titles for incoming 6
th

 graders: 
100 Cupboards by Nathan 

Wilson 

Twelve-year-old Henry York and his cousin Henrietta embark on a series 

of adventures after he discovers one hundred hidden portals to other 

worlds in the bedroom wall of his aunt and uncle’s room. 

The Absolute Value of Mike 

by Katherine Erskine 

Mike is sent to rural Pennsylvania for the summer to work on an 

engineering project. His plans to impress his mathematician father fall flat 

when Mike discovers the project has nothing to do with engineering. 

Instead, he learns much more valuable lessons while working with his 

elderly aunt, a homeless man, and a punk rock girl as part of a town-wide 

effort to adopt a Romanian orphan. 

Black Duck 

by Janet Taylor Lisle 

Years afterwards, Ruben Hart tells the story of how, in 1929 Newport, 

Rhode Island, his family and his best friend's family were caught up in the 

violent competition among groups trying to control the local rum-

smuggling trade.  

Bluefish 

by  Pat Schmatz 

Thirteen-year-old Travis, living in cramped quarters with his alcoholic 

grandfather, longs for his old life in the country, and struggles in school to 

hide the fact that he cannot read, but a persistent teacher and a special girl 

open his eyes to a new world. 

Cosmic 

by Frank Cottrell Boyce    

 

Twelve-year-old Liam, who looks like he is thirty and is tired of being 

treated like he is older than he actually is, decides he is going to pose as 

the adult chaperone on the first spaceship to take civilians into space, but 

when he ends up in outer space with a group of kids and no adult 

supervision, he must think fast to make things right.  

Counting by 7s by Holly 

Goldberg Sloan 

Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how 

to connect with other people and find a surrogate family for herself after 

her parents are killed in a car accident. 

Revolution by Deborah 

Wiles 

It's 1964 in Greenwood, Mississippi, and Sunny's town is being invaded 

by people from up north who are coming to help people register to vote. 

Her personal life isn't much better. Features historic quotations and 

photos.  

Cracker! The Best Dog in 

Vietnam by Cynthia 

Kadohota    

German shepherd Cracker trains with Rick, who's going to Vietnam. 

Cracker learns to sniff out tripwires, and Rick learns to trust his dog.  

http://www.saclibrary.org/


 

Summer Reading Incoming 6
th

 Grade 2 

St. Michael’s Episcopal School 

The Crossover by Kwame 

Alexander 

 

12 year old twins Josh and JB are a well-oiled machine on the basketball 

court. When JB gets a girlfriend things start to change. Josh’s narration is 

a combination of exciting play-by play game details and insightful 

observations on middle school.  

Dead End in Norvelt by 

Jack Gantos 

 

In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack 

Gantos spends the summer of 1962 grounded for various offenses until he 

is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual chore 

involving the newly dead, molten wax, twisted promises, Girl Scout 

cookies, underage driving, lessons from history, typewriting, and 

countless bloody noses. 

Eleven by Patricia Reilly 

Giff 

When Sam, who can barely read, discovers an old newspaper clipping just 

before his eleventh birthday, it brings forth memories from his past, and, 

with the help of a new friend at school and the castle they are building for 

a school project, his questions are eventually answered.  

The Enola Holmes Mystery 

Series by Nancy Springer 

The younger sister of Sherlock Holmes is not about to be tied down by her 

brother's dated opinions on the role of women. In fact, she decides to out-

do him in the detective business. She manages to escape, avoid detection, 

and quickly solve mysteries her older brother once thought he was the 

only one clever enough to unravel. 

The False Prince 

by Jennifer A. Nielsen 

(Series) 

In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in a 

brutal competition to be selected to impersonate the king's long-missing 

son in an effort to avoid a civil war. 

Freak the Mighty by 

Rodman Philbrich 

At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his new 

friend Freak, whose birth defect has affected his body but not his brilliant 

mind, find that when they combine forces they make a powerful team.  

Gilda Joyce  (Series) 

by Jennifer Allison 

Ever since her father died, kooky Gilda Joyce has been working hard to 

sharpen her psychic skills as a psychic investigator. She's determined to 

communicate with spirits from the Other Side and become a crack 

investigator of spooky, twisted mysteries. 

Kit’s Wilderness by David 

Almond 

Thirteen-year-old Kit goes to live with his grandfather in the decaying 

coal mining town of Stoneygate, England, and finds both the old man and 

the town haunted by ghosts of the past.  

The River by Gary Paulsen    Because of his success surviving alone in the wilderness for fifty-four 

days, fifteen-year-old Brian, profoundly changed by his time in the wild, 

is asked to undergo a similar experience to help scientists learn more 

about the psychology of survival. (sequel to Hatchet) 

Tales of Don Quixote  

by Barbara Nicol 

 

Misguided gentleman Don Quixote, riding his rickety steed Rocinante and 

accompanied by his squire Sancho Panza, travels the Spanish countryside 

righting wrongs and comforting the afflicted. Nichol retells Book I of Don 

Quixote in brief, engaging chapters that retain the irreverent yet poignant 

spirit of the original while making it more accessible for young readers. 

When Zachary Beaver 

Came to Town by Kimberly 

Willis 

During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year-old Toby 

and his best friend Cal meet the star of a sideshow act, 600-pound 

Zachary, the fattest boy in the world. 

 


