
 

 

Summer Reading 2017 

Incoming 5
th

 Grade 
Dear Parents, 

Students entering Grade 5 will read at least 3 books over the course of the summer. The entire class will 

read As Brave as You by Jason Reynolds. This book should be read last, as the class will begin the 

school year with discussions, and written and oral reports about the book. No written reports will be 

required this summer. 

 

Please also consider participating in the Sacramento Public Library Summer Reading Program. It offers 

great activities, incentives, and programs for all ages. For more information visit www.saclibrary.org.  

Happy reading! 

Here are some suggested titles: 

Aurora County All Stars 

by Deborah Wiles 

 

 

 

 

Twelve-year-old House Jackson, team captain and star pitcher of the 

Aurora County All-Stars, is finally ready to play again after being 

sidelined for a year with a broken elbow, but a standoff ensues when the 

team's big game is scheduled for the same day as Aurora County's two-

hundredth anniversary pageant - an event directed by the very girl who 

caused Jackson's injury.  

Because of Mr. Terupt 

by Bob Buyea 

Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut relate how their 

lives are changed for the better by "rookie teacher" Mr. Terupt.  

Countdown by Deborah 

Wiles 

 

Franny Chapman, an Air Force middle child, narrates this story that 

takes place in the 1960s as JFK faces down Communists. The story is 

interspersed with graphic spreads of Cold War-era images that provide 

social commentary and historical explanation. 

Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out 

of a Tree 

by Lauren Tarshis  

 

 

Emma-Jean Lazarus is a lovable oddball who thinks she can use logic to 

solve the messy everyday problems of her seventh-grade peers. It’s 

easy; she just follows the example of her late father, a brilliant 

mathematician. Of course, the more Emma-Jean gets involved, the 

messier her own life gets.  

Found 

by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

 

  

Thirteen years ago an airline attendant saw something impossible. A 

plane appeared on the tarmac without anyone realizing it had landed. 

Stranger still, it contained no pilot, no crew, and no adults at all, just 

thirty-six babies strapped in their seats.  

The Graveyard Book 

by Neil Gaiman  

 

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would 

be completely normal if he didn't live in a sprawling graveyard and he 

wasn’t being raised and educated by ghosts.  

Honey by Sarah Weeks Melody has lived in Royal, Indiana, for as long as she can remember. 

It’s been just her and her father and she’s been okay with that. But then 

she overhears him calling someone Honey, and suddenly it feels like 

everyone in Royal has a secret.  

How I Survived Bullies, 

Broccoli, and Snake Hill by 

James Patterson 

When Rafe Khatchadorian is sent to Camp Wannamorra, he teams up 

with his bunk mates to fend off the more "popular" kids' plans to ruin 

their summer. (Middle School series) 

http://www.saclibrary.org/
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St. Michael’s Episcopal School 

I Funny by James Patterson Jamie Grimm is a middle schooler on a mission: he wants to become the 

world's greatest standup comedian, even if he doesn't have a lot to laugh 

about these days.(Series) 

The Island of Dr. Libris by 

Chris Grabenstein 

Twelve-year-old Billy Gillfoyle discovers that an island in the middle of 

the lake where he is spending the summer is the testing grounds of the 

mysterious Dr. Libris, who may have invented a way to make the 

characters in books come alive. 

The Invention of Hugo 

Cabret 

by Brian Selznick  

2008 Caldecott Medal 

When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks 

within the walls of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toy 

seller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and his biggest secret are 

jeopardized. 

Knucklehead: Tall Tales & 

Mostly True Stories About 

Growing Up Scieszka 

by Jon Scieszka  

 

How did Jon Scieszka get so funny, anyway? Growing up as one of six 

brothers was a good start, but that was just the beginning. Throw in 

Catholic school, lots of comic books, lazy summers at the lake with time 

to kill, babysitting misadventures, TV shows, jokes told at family 

dinner, and the result is Knucklehead.  

The Lemonade War 

by Jacqueline Davies 

  

Jessie Treski and her older brother, Evan, each open lemonade stands 

and make a bet: whoever makes the most money by Saturday wins the 

loser’s cash as well.  

The Magician’s Elephant 

by Kate DiCamillo  

 

 

In the city of Baltese on a winter's day, a ten-year-old orphan, spends his 

only florin to ask a question of a fortuneteller. She tells him this: "Your 

sister? That is your question? Very well. She lives . . . You must follow 

the elephant. She will lead you there."  

No Talking 

by Andrew Clements 

Dave Parker sparks a fifth grade competition, boys against girls, to see 

who can go for two entire weeks without speaking.  

Origami Yoda Books 

by Tom Angleberger 

 

 

Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a 

paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as 

they try to figure out whether or not the puppet can really predict the 

future.  

Rules 

by Cynthia Lord 

 

 

Although she often feels crowded out by the needs of her autistic 

brother, Catherine shows uncommon sensitivity toward him. As she 

copes with the difficulties he presents, Catherine expands her own world 

in ways that she could never have predicted. 

Rump: the True Story of 

Rumpelstiltskin by Leisel 

Shurtliff 

Rump’s mother dies before he can learn his whole name and when he 

learns he can spin straw into gold, his best friend warns him magic is 

dangerous but he can’t seem to resist. 

A Tangle of Knots, by Lisa 

Graff 

A variety of characters with secrets interact with 11 year-old Cady, an 

orphan who knows just what cake to bake for each of them. At first, the 

individual stories seem disconnected but by the end, everything comes 

together. 

 

Authors to Explore 

Avi, Roald Dahl, Karen Hesse, James Patterson, Gary Paulsen, Rick 

Riordan, Phoebe Stone, Wendelin van Draanen, Wendy Mass 

 

 


