
 

 

Summer Reading 2017 

Incoming 4
th

 Grade 
 

Dear Parents, 

For summer 2017, incoming 4
th

 grade students are expected to read a minimum of 3 books and prepare 

written responses to three of the books they read (see page 3). Each book response should be between a 

half and a full page of writing. Their book responses are to be completed using Google Classroom and 

are to be submitted by the first of July, August, and September. Students are also expected to keep a log 

of all the books they read (see page 4).  

 

Please also consider participating in the Sacramento Public Library Summer Reading Program. It offers 

great activities, incentives, and programs for all ages. For more information visit: www.saclibrary.org.  

 

Suggested titles for incoming 4
th

 graders. 

Al Capone Does My Shirts 

by Gennifer Choldenko 

 

A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 

when guards' families were housed there, and has to contend with his 

extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic 

sister. Newbery Honor 2005.  Also Al Capone Shines My Shoes, Al 

Capone Does My Homework. 

The Brilliant World of Tom 

Gates by Liz Pichon 

Fifth grader Tom Gates delights in annoying his older sister, Delia; 

practicing with his band, Dogzombies; and trying to impress the one 

and only Amy Porter. Through handwritten doodles and notes, Tom 

documents his antics, his quirky family, and the quest to see his 

favorite band in concert.  

Charlie Joe Jackson’s Guide 

to Not Reading by Tommy 

Greenwald 

Middle schooler Charlie Joe is proud of his success at avoiding reading, 

but eventually his schemes go too far. 

A Crooked Kind of Perfect by 

Linda Urban 

Zoe Elias, who longs to play the piano but must resign herself to 

learning the organ instead, finds that her musicianship has a positive 

impact on her workaholic mother, her jittery father, and her school 

social life. 

Dragonbreath (Series)  

by Ursula Verno 

A series written in a hybrid style of comic-book panels and text. Danny 

Dragonbreath and his friend get an up-close underwater tour of the 

Sargasso Sea from Danny's sea-serpent cousin.  

Duke by Kirby Larson In 1944, Hobie decides to donate his beloved dog to Dogs for Defense 

but wants Duke back when he finds out he is being trained for combat. 

El deafo by Cece Bell A graphic novel memoir of author/illustrator Cece Bell who grew up 

hearing impaired. 

Escape from Mr. 

Lemoncello’s Library by 

Chris Grabenstein 

Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, 

designed by his hero the famous game-maker Luigi Lemoncello, with 

other students but finds that come morning he must work with friends 

to solve puzzles in order to escape. 

http://www.saclibrary.org/


 

Summer Reading Incoming 4
th

 Grade 2 

St. Michael’s Episcopal School 

Flora and Ulysses by Kate 

DiCamillo 

A girl named Flora and a squirrel named Ulysses, whose life was saved 

by Flora after he was involved in an incident with a vacuum cleaner, 

team up to use Ulysses' superpowers to conquer villains and protect the 

weak. 

The Fourteenth Goldfish by 

Jennifer L. Holm 

Ellie's scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse aging, and 

consequently has turned into a teenager--which makes for complicated 

relationships when he moves in with Ellie and her mother, his daughter. 

Gecko and Sticky: Villain’s 

Lair (Series) 

by Wendelin Van Draanen  

Thirteen-year-old Dave and his sidekick, a talking gecko named Sticky, 

try to retrieve an ancient Aztec powerband and its magic ingots from 

the evil villain, Damien Black. Four titles in the series. 

The Good Dog by Avi McKinley, a malamute, is torn between the domestic world of his 

human family and the wild world of Lupin, a wolf that is trying to 

recruit dogs to replenish the dwindling wolf pack. 

Greetings from Planet Earth  

by Barbara Kerley 

In 1977, as Theo struggles with a science class project on space 

exploration, questions emerge about why his father never returned from 

Vietnam and why Theo's mother has been keeping secrets. 

Igraine the Brave by Cornelia 

Funke 

The daughter of two magicians, Igraine wants nothing more than to be 

a knight. When their castle is attacked by a treacherous neighbor bent 

on stealing their singing magic books, she demonstrates her bravery.  

The One and Only Ivan by 

Katherine Applegate 

When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-

themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the 

mall, he decides that he must find her a better life. 

Paint the Wind by Pam 

Muñoz Ryan 

 

After her overprotective grandmother has a stroke, eleven-year-old 

Maya, an orphan, leaves her extremely restricted life in California to 

stay with her mother's family on a remote Wyoming ranch, where she 

discovers a love of horses and encounters Artemisia, a wild mare that 

her mother once rode.  

Shark Wars (Series) by E.J. 

Altbacker 

 

Rising sea temperatures and overfishing have led to a shortage of food, 

upsetting the order established in the oceans by the Shivers, the 

prehistoric shark clans that have ruled the underwater world since the 

dawn of time, and driving Gray, a young reef shark, out into the Open 

Water to discover his destiny and restore the peace.  

Tales of a Fourth Grade 

Nothing by Judy Blume 

 

Life with his little brother Fudge makes Peter Hatcher feel like a fourth 

grade nothing. Whether Fudge is throwing a temper tantrum in a shoe 

store, smearing mashed potatoes on the walls at Hamburger Heaven, or 

trying to fly, he's never far from trouble. Peter’s had it up to here! 

Zorgamazoo by Robert Paul 

Weston 

 

Imaginative and adventurous Katrina eludes her maniacal guardian to 

help Morty, a member of a vanishing breed of zorgles, with his quest to 

uncover the fate of the fabled zorgles of Zorgmazoo as well as of other 

creatures that seem to have disappeared from the Earth.  
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 Grade 3 

St. Michael’s Episcopal School 

READING RESPONSE 

As students read during the summer they will record reactions to what they read. Writing about reading 

is a way to express opinions about each book that is read and to explore what they think about the book. 

The writing is to be completed in Google Classroom. They will share the documents with their new 

teacher. Students are expected to read a minimum of three books during the summer break. The 

responses will be reviewed by teachers and returned to students at the opening of school.  

 

Students are to select three responses for each of the required 3 books read. They can either pick 

something to write about from the suggestions below, or write about what interests them about the book. 

They should think before they write and include details from the book to support responses. Each book 

response should be between a half a page and a full page of writing. Here are some suggested prompts 

from which they may choose (also posted on the SMEDS Website). 

FICTION: Select 3 prompts for each book you read. Each book response should be a minimum of 

250 words. Use “word count” under “tools” in Google Docs. 

1. Are the characters realistic (do they seem like they could be real people)? Why or why not? 

2. Describe the setting’s time and place. 

3. Describe a character that you would like to meet. What are 4 questions that you would ask? 

4. If you could change one thing in the story, what would it be? Why? 

5. Make a connection. How does this book relate to real life? 

6. Describe the similarities and differences between the main character and you. 

7. After reading, I wonder… 

8. Write a recommendation. Explain why a friend should read the book. 

 

NONFICTION: If you read a nonfiction book, answer these three responses. Each response 

should be a minimum of 250 words. Use “word count” under “tools” in Google Docs. 

1. Write about three things you learned or read about in this book. 

2.  The most interesting part of the book was… 

3. Write a review (your opinion) of the book. 

 

BOOK LOG Keep a list of all books (title, author) that you read during the summer break. You will 

turn in this log on the first day of school to your new teacher. 
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My Reading Log    Name: 
Title Author Rating 

 
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

                                    

 

 

Parent Signature _________________________________________      

 


